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A ii. TAKE CARE.

i'tjivj" Cold winter is comine.
Take care of your nose; ';'

fl IVj .j j W Cold winter is coming, ' ' "'
. 'i Take care of your toes; V ' " !'

' ',' ' '" ''f.'Cold winter is coming,'

t Look out for the beaux; '

' Cold winter is coming once more with his snow,
j And the bells be all tinkling merrily O! .

' '

' ti : ", '

!ii;' ,
See,; cold at his feet; j.!, ,

;

Lie the glories of Spring, .,

, 'i .'; - And rosea of Summer, ;); '

All wilted, are withering;
.. ( , And branphes bare .;: . ",'

Shake their limbs in air,
As the rustling leaves are swept from the trees, ,

Before the cold blast of a winter' breeze ,

w ....J,,
(

With frost in his train; ' ' '

' ' Cold winter in coming, .

With snow and no rain; ..
I "'Cold winter is coming,'.' ''"

i.. , ) With sleighing again;
With his fireside mirth, and his homely ijheer,
The pleasantest time in the whcle of 'he year.

'

r CONCLUDED. ; .

Since our last session, Mexico has threatened
to renew the war, and has either made or proposes

to make,, formidable preparations for invading
Texas. She has issued decrees and proclamations,

" preparatory to the commencement of hostilities,
full of thre ats revolting to humanity; and which,
if carried into effect would arouse the attention of
all Christendom. This new demonstration oi feci

- ing, there is too much reason to believe, has been
' produced in consequence of the negotiation of the

late treaty of annexation with Texas. The execu- -
' five, therelore, could not be indiflereirt to such
' proceedings; and it felt it to; be due, as well to

itself, as to the honor of the country that a strong
representation should be made to the Mexican
government upon the subject. This was accord

r jngly done; as will be seen by the copy of the
' accompanying despatch from the Secretary of

State to the United States Envoy at Mexico.
' Mexico has no right to jeopard the peace of the

world by urging any longer a useless and fruitless

contest. Such a state or things would not be tol-- ;

prated on the European continent. ' Why shouIdtit
be on this? A war of desolation, such as is qow

threatened by' Mexico, cannot be waged without
' involving our peace and tranquility." It is idle to
' believe that such a war could be looked upon with

indinVrence by our own citizens inhabiting adjoin- -

(ng States; and our neutrality would te violated
' in despite all the efforts on the part of the govern
" fnent to prevent it. The country )s settled by
" emigrants from the United States, under invitations
" held out to them by Spain and Mexico.1 Those
; emigrants have left behind them friends and rela-- ''

ij vps who would not fail to sympathise with them

in theirdilticulties, and who would be led by those
:' sympathies to paiticipate in their struggles, bow-ev- er

energetic the action of the government to
prevent it. Nor would the numerous and fornii- -'

tlable bandit of Jndjans, the most warlike to be
' found in any land, which occupy the extensive

regions contiguous to the States of 'Arkansas
and Missouri, and who are in possession of large

' tracts of country wjthjn the limits ol Jesas, be
' likely (o remain passive. The inclinations of thosa

numerous tribes lead them invariably to war when
js'ver pretexts exist. ! ' ;

''." Mxic6 has no just ground of displeasure1 against
this government or people for negotiating the
treaty. ' What interest of hers was affected by the

' Jrea'yf ' She was despoiled of nothing,' since Tex
as was forever lost to her. The independence of
Texas was recognized by several of the leading

'powers of the earth. She was free to' treat free
to adopt her own line of policy free to take the

' pourse which she believed was best Calculated to

secure her happiness. ' Her governmslit and peo
pie decided on annexation to the United States;

'and the executive saw, in the acquisition of such
' territory, 'the 'means of advancing their perma-

nent happiness and glory. What principle of good

faith then was' violated? what rule ot political
nortls trampled under foot? So Lt as Mexico

"ierself was Concerned, the 'measure should have
fceen tegarded by her as highly beneficial. ' Her
inability to reconquer Texas had been exhibited.
J. repeat'; by eight now nine years of fruitless

and rulnona coptest. ' In" Use) mean lime, Texas
has been growing In population and resources',

"Emigration h3 flowed ipto her territory from all

'parts of the world, In a current which continues
' to increase in strength. Mexico requires a pert

manent boundary between that young republip
and herself. ; Texas, at no djlant day, if she con-flii-

separate' and detached from the ' Jnited
States,'' will inevitably' 'seek to consolidate her
'strength by adding to her domain the contiguous
provinces of Mexico, The spirit of revolt from

fha contjol of the central government has, herelo-- -
ore, manifested itself in some of piow provinces;

.and it if fair to infer that they wouUe inclined to
take the prst favorsble opportunity tp proclairn

, their ndepen(eno and to form close alliaoca with
Texas. .The war would thus be endless; or if

cessations" of hostilities should occur, they would

only endure for a season. The interests of Mexi

co',' therefore, could in nothing be better consulted
than in peace with her neighbors, which would
result in the establishment of a permanent bounda-
ry.' UpOn the ratification of the treaty the execu-

tive was prepared to treat with' her on the most
liberal basis.' Hence the boundaries of Texas
were left undefined by the treaty.' The executive
proposed to settle these upon terms that were
just and 'reasonable. No' negotiation upon that
point could have been undertaken between the
United States and Mexico in advance of the

of the' treaty. We should have had no
right, no power, 'no authority, to have conducted
such a negotiation; and to have undertaken it,
would have been an assumption equally revolting
to the pride of Mexico and Texas, and subjecting
us to the Charge of arrogance while to have pro-

posed in advance of annexation, to satisfy Mexico
for any contingent interest she might have in
Texas, would have been to have treated Texas not
as an independent power, but as a mere dependen
cy of Mexico. ' This assumption could not have
been acted on by the executive, without setting at
defiance youY'uwn solemn declaration that that
republic was an independent state. Mexico had,
it is true threatened war against the United States,
in the event the treaty of annexation was ratified.
The executive could not permit itself to bo influ
enced by this threat. ' It represented in this, the
spirit of our people, who are ready to sacrifice
much for peace but nothing to intimidation.

war, under any circumstances is greatly to be
deplored, and the United States is the last nation
to desire it; but if, as the condition of peace, it be
requited of cj to forego the unquestionable right
of treating with an independent power, of our
own continent, upon matters highly interesting to
both and that upon a naked and unsustained pre
tern-io- of claim by n third power, to control the
freo will of the power with whom we treat de-

voted as they may be to peace, and anxious to
cultivate friendly relations with the whole world,
the executive does not hesitate to say that the
people of the United States would be ready to
brave all consequences sooner than submit to such
condition. But no apprehension of war was
entertained by the executive; and I must express
frankly the opinion that had the treaty been ratifi-

ed by the Senate, it would have been followed by

a prompt settlement to the entire satisfaction of
Mexico, of every matter iu difference between the
two countries. Seeing then that new preparations
for hostile invasion of Texas were about to be
adopted by Mexico, and that these were brought
about because Texas had adopted the suggestions
of the executive on the subject of annexation, it
could not passively have folded lis arms and per
milled a war, threatened to be accompanied by
every act tint could mark a barbarous age, to be
waged against her because she had done so.

Other considerations of a controlling character
influenced the course of (he executive. The
treaty which bad thus been negotiated, had failed
to receive the ratification of the Senate. One of
the chief objections which was urged against it,
was found to consist in the fact that the question
of annexation had not been submitted to. the ordeal
of public opinion in the United Slates. However
untenable such an objection was esteemed to be,
in view of the unquestionable power of theexecu
live to pegotiate (he treaty, and the great and
lusting interests invplved jn question, I felt it
to be my duty tq submit the whole subject to
Congress as the best expounders of popular senti-
ment. No definitive action having baen taken on
the subject by Congress, the question referred itself
directly to tlio decision of the states and the peo-

ple.. The great popular election which has just
terminated, afforded the best opportunity of ascer-
taining the will of the states and tiie people upon
il. Pending that issue,4 it became the imperative
duty of the executive to inform Mexico, that the
question of annexation was- still before t'je Amer
ican people, and that until their decision was pro-

nounced, any serious invasion of Texas would be
regarded as an attempt to forestall their judgment,
and could not be loooked upon with indifleience,
I am most hapyy to inform you that no invasion
has taken place; and I trust that whatever your
actisn may be upon it, Mexico will see the impor-
tance of deciding the matter by a resort to peace-
ful expedients in preference to those ol arms.
The decision of the people and the states on this
great and interesting subject, has been decisively
manifested. The question of annexation has been
presented nakedly to their consideration, By the
treaty ittejf, all collateral and incidental issues,
which were calculated to divide and distract the
public 'councils, ware carefully avoided. These
were left to the wisdom of the future to determine.
It presented, I repeat, the isolated questiou of
annexation; and in that form it has been submitted
to the ordeal of public sentiment, A controlling
majority of the people and a large majority of the
states, have declared in favor of immediate annex
ation. Instructions' have thus come up to both
branches of Congress, from their respective con
stituents, in terms the most emphatic. It b the
will of both the people and the states, that Texes
shall be annexed to the Union promptly and imme
diately. It may be hoped that, in carrying into
execution the public will, thus declared, all collat-
eral issues may be avoided. Future Legislatures
can best decide a to the number of states which
should be formed out, of the territory, wheu the
time has arrived for deciding that question. '

So

with all others. By the treaty, the United States
assumed the payment of the debts of Texas, to an
amount pot exceeding $ 10,000,000; to be paid,
with (he exception of a sura falling short of
000, exclusively out of the proceeds of the sales of
her public lands, We could not, with honor, take
the, lands, without assuming he iujl payment of
ail Incumbrance upon them. '. '

i. ... ..!'.!.. .:
Nothing has occurred since your last session to

induced a doubt that the dispositions of , Texas
remain unaltered. No intimation of an altered
determination on (he par( of her government udj

mimw (wicvnir, !' ' " rca

people, has been furnished to the executive. She

still desires to throw herself under the protection
of our laws and to partake of the blessings of our

federative system; while every American in teres1

would aeem. to 'require it. The cy.tenston of our
coas't-wis- e and foreign trade, to amount alirioit
incalculable the enlargement cf4he market for

our manufactures a constantly owinrr one for

our agricultural productions safely to our fron

tiers, and additions! strength and stability to tbe
Union, these are the results which would

develops themselves, upon the coiiEunvnation
of the measure of annexation In such event, I

will not, doubt but that Mexico will find her true
interest to consist in meeting the advances of t'jis

governmenlin a spirit of amjiyV "
,

Nor do f apprehend any serious complaint from
any other quarter-- ; no sufficient ground ex;:l3 .or
such complaint. We should interfere in no roe.
pect wih the rights of any other nation. There
can not be gathered' from the act. any design on
our part to do so with their possessions ou this
continent, We have interposed no impediments in
the way ol such acquisitions of territory .Vs and
extensive as many of them are, m the Wading
powers pf Europe have made, from time to tine
in every part or the world. We seek no conrmoit
made by war. No intrigue will have been resort-

ed to, nor acts of diplomacy essayed to accomplish
the annexation of Texas. ' Free and independent
herself, she asks to be received into our Union.
It is a question for our own decision whether she
shall be received or not.'

The two governments having already agreed,
through their respective organs on the terms of
annexation, I would recommend their adoption by

Congress in the form of a joint resolution, or act,
Jo be perfected and made binding on the two
countries when adopted in like manner by the
government of Texas,

Iu order that the subject may be fully presented
in all its bearings, the correspondence which has
taken placein reference to it, since the adjourn-
ment of Congress, between the United States,
Texas, and Mexico, Is herewith transmitted.

The amendments proposed by the Senate to the
convention concluded between the United States
and Mexico ou the 20th of November, , have
been transmitted through our Minister for the
concurrence of the Mexican government; but,
although urged thereto, no action has yet been had
on the subject; nor has any answer been given
which would authorize a favorable conclusion in

the future.
The decree of September, , in relation to

the retail, trade, the ordeuior-lh- e expulsion of
foreigners, and that ol a more recent date in regurd
to passports all of which are considered as in
violation of the treaty of amity and commerce
between the two countries, have led to a coires-pouden-

of. considerable length, between the
Minister for foreign relations and our represents,
tive at Mexico, but without any satisfactory result.
They remain still unadjusted; and many and seri-

ous inconveniences have already resulted to our
citizens in consequence of them.

Questions growing out of the act of disarming
a body of Texian troep's under the command of
Major Snivrly, by an officer in the service of the
United States, acting under the order of our gov.
eminent; and the forcible entry into the custom
house at Bryarly's Landing, on Red River, by the
citizens of the United States, and taking away
therefrom the goods seized by the collector of the

customs, as forfeited under the laws of Texas,
have been adjusted, so fur as the powers of the

executive extend. The correspondence between
the two governments in reference to both subject,
will be foundj amongst the accompanying dock
menu. It contains a full statement of all the facts
and circumstances, with the views taken on both
sides, and the principles on which the question:!
have been adjusted, J,t remains for Congress to
make the necessary appropriation to carry tiio ar-

rangement into effect, whjth j respectfully recoiu- -

The greatly improved condition of the Treasury,
all')rds a subject for general congratulation, ,.The
paralysis which had fallen ou trade sr.:' commerce,
and which subjected the Government to the neces
sity of resorting to loans, and the issue of Treas-

ury notes, to a large amount, has passed away;
and, after the payment of upwards of $7,003,000
on account of the interest, and in redemption of
more than $5,000,000 of the public debt, which
falls due on the first of January next, and setting
apart upwards of 2,000,000 for the payment of
outstanding treasury notes, and meeting an instal
ment of the debts of the corporate cities of the
District of Columbia an estimated surplus of
upwards of $7,000,000 over and above the exist
ing appropriations will remain in the treasury at

the close of. the fiscal year. Should the treasury

notes continue outstanding, as heretofore, that
surplus will he considerably augmented, Alchough
all interest has ceased upon, them, and the govern

ment has invited their return to the treasury, yet
they remain outstanding; affording great facilities
to commerce, and establishing the fact that, under
a well regulated system of finance, the govern

ment has resources within itself, which lender it
independent in time of need, not only of private

loans, but also of bank facilities.

, The only remaining subject of regret is that the

remaining stocks of the government dp not fall

due at an earlier day; since their redemption

would be entirely within its control. As it is, it
may be well worthy the consideration of Congress,
whether tbe law establishing the sinking fund

nnder the operation of which the debts of the

Revolution and last war with Great Britain were,
to a great extent extinguished should not, with

proper modifications, (so as to prevent an accumu-
lation of surplussea, and limited in amount to a

specjf)c, um,) b re.enacted.. Such provision,

wbicb would authorize the government to go into

the market for a purchase of its own stock, on fair

terms, would serve to maintain its credit at the

highest point, and preveut, to a great extent, those

fluctuations jn the prjee of securities; which
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might under other circumstancesa(Tect its credit
No apprehension of this sort is, at this moment
entertained; since the stocks of the government
which but two years ago were offered for sale to

capitalists, at home and abroad, at a depreciation,
and could find no purchasers, are now greatly

abcVa par in the hands of the holders; but a wtoe

and prudent forecast admonish.es us to place be

yond the reach ef contingency tno puMlc credi'.

It mut ttiM be a matter of nmr.ingled gratifica-

tion tlist under the existing financial system rul-
ing upon the act of 1789, and the resolution of
1?IG the currency of the country has attained a

state of perfect soundness; i ll the rales of
betwJ-.- n d:.5erent' parts of the Union,

which in 18-1- -- noted by their encr.aous amount,
the gtcat dcpreciat!'.n, and in tact worthlessness
of the crrsrsy in msst of the Sta'es are now

reduced to little more than the mere expense of
transporting specie from place to place and the
risx incident to the operation, in a new country
like that of the United States whrre so many

inducements are held out for speculation the
depositories of the vrplm revenue, consisting of
banks of any when it reaches any

enocnt, requiro-th- closest vigilance
on thecrt cf fro gcrwimcnt. All banking

under whtsrer denomination they nay
p-- ie governed by an r.'mol exclusive, regard
to the interprt of the s'ockholders. That interest
consist! In ihsaugrrentrti-- n of profits in the form

of dividends, a IxrJ surplus revenue entrust
ed to their custody ir ut too upt to lead to exces
sive loans and to extravagantly hrge issues of
paper. As a rytcwf prices a.e
nominally Increased, and the speculative mania

every where seize.. upo"i .he public mind. A fic-

titious state of p Of:;.erity for a season exists; and,
In the lanuar: of the day, money becomes plen.
ty. Contracts rre entered into by individuals,
resting ou this unsubstantial state of things, but
the delusion speedily passes away, and the country
is overrun wl;h nn indebtedness so weighty as to

overwhelm many, and to visit every department of
industry with great and ruinous embarrassment.

The greatest vigilance becomes necessary on the
part of the government to guard against this state
of things. The depositories mU3t be given dis-

tinctly to understfuid that the favors of the gov-

ernment will be altogether withdrawn, 'or substan-
tially diminished, if its revenues shall be regarded
as additions to their banking capital, or as the
foundation of an enlarged circulation. The gov-

ernment, through its revenue has, at all times, an

important part to perform in connexion with tho

currency; and ifgr'Salty depends upon its vigilance
and core, '.vhi'therlho country be involved in em-

barrassments similar to those which it has had re-

cently to encounter; or, aided by the action of the
Treasury, shall bo preserved in a sound and healthy
condition.

The daugers to be guarded against are greatly
augmented by too large a surplus of revenue.
When that surplus greatly exceeds in amount what
shall he requited by a wise and prudent forecast to
meet unforeseen coutingencies, the Legislature it-

self may come to be seized with a disposition to in-

duce in extravagant appropriation to objects many
of vi Inch may and most probably would be found
to con.ltct ;vi:h the Constitution. A fancied expe-

diency is e'v. ted abovj constitutional authority;
and a rcckier-- und wasteful extravagance but too
certainly follows The important power of taxation
which, when esercised in its most restricted form,
is a burden on Inhor and production, re resorted to,
under various ti:xftox's,for puixtes having no af)n
ily to the motives tr.iich dictated its grant, and the
extravagunco r.f t'.3 government stimulates indi-vidu-

e::trvaa:icc, until the spirit oiV wild and
speculation- - involves one and all in Its

unfortunate results. '. In view of such fatal conse-

quences, it ruay be hid down as an axiom, founded
in mural and political truih :.at no greater taxes
should be l.itfr.i'ju a're iijcjsary for an eco-

nomical administration of lie government, and that
whatever exists beyond, should be reduced or mod-

ified. ,

.. Thisdoctrinedoesin no way conflict with the ex
ercise of a sound disci iinicatiou :n the selection of
the articles to be taxed, which a due regard to tbe
public weal, wouio at l11 tir.-.- suggest to t ie Leg-
islative mind. It leaves the mnne of selection

and such selection should always he made
with en eye to tho great intei-es- of the country.
Composed uis the Union, ef sepai.'.e and "inde-

pendent States, a patrioJc Legislators will not fail
in efiiHuliin the interests oi the parts, . to adopt
such course as will be br.tt cr.lculnted to advance
the harmony ci tiie whole; and thus endure that
permanency iu the poiicy cf the Government with-

out v.'uich all everts Ij advance the public prosper
ity are vain and fruitless This great and vitally
important ta:!: niU with Congress; and the Execu
tive can do no more tLon recommend the general
principles which should govern in its execution.

I refer you to the report of the Secretary of War,
for an exhibition of the condition of the army, and

recommend to you, as well worthy of your best con-

sideration, many of the suggestions it contains.
The Seeretary in uo degree exaggerates the great
importance of pressing forward, without delay, in
the work of erecting end finishing the fortifications,

to which be particularly alludes. Much ha been
dona towards placing our cities and roadsteads in a
state of security against the hazards ofbostileattack,
within the last four years; but considering the new
elements which have been, oi late years, employed

in the propelling of ships, and tbe formidable instru
ments of destruction which have been brought into
service, we cannot be too active or vigilant in pre
paring and perfecting the means of defence. . I re-

fer you to his report for a full statement ol the
condition of the Indian tribes within our jurisdic-
tion.. '.. . . .;

,The Executive ha abated no effort in carrying
into effect the well established policy pf tbe Gov-

ernment, which contemplates a removal of all the
tribes, residing .within the limits pi the several
States, beyond those limits; and it is now enabled
to congratulate the country t the prospect of a

early consummation of this object. Many of the
tribes have already made great progress in the arts
of civilized life; and through the operation of the
schools established among them, aided by the ef-

forts of the pious men of various religious denom-

inationswho devote themslvcs to their improve-

ment wa may fondly hope that the remains of
the formidable tribes which wero once masters of
this country will, in their transition-fro- tho rav-

age state,''.o acondilion of refinement and cultiva-

tion, add ano-'he- r bright trophy to adorn the labors

of a d philanthropy.
The accompanying report of the Secretary cf the

Navy, will explain to ycj the situation cf that
branch of the service'. The present organization of
the Deptrtment, imparts to its oper ations great ef-

ficiency; but I concur fully in tha propriety of a
division of the Bureau of Cons'u'iKtioii, Equipment
and repairs, into two Bureaus. The subjects, as

now arranged, arc incongruous, and requite to a

certain extent, information and qualifications al-

together dissimilar.

The operations of the squadron on the coast of
Africa have been conducted with all due attention
to the object which led to its organization; and I am

happy to say that the officers and crews have en-

joyed the best possible health, under the system

by the officer in command- It is believed

the United States is the only nation which has, by
its laws, subjected to the punishment of death, as

pirates, those who may be engaged in the slave
trade. 'A similar enactment on the part of other
nations would not fail to be attended with benefi-
cial resulf.

In consequence of the difficulties which have ex-

isted in the way of securiug titles for the necessary
grounds, operations have not been commenced to-

wards the establishment of the Navy Yard at Mem-

phis. So soon as the title is perfected, no further
delay will be permitted to intervene. It is well
worthy of your consideration; whether Congress
should not direct the establishment of a rope-wal-

in connection with the contemplated; Navy Yard,
as a measure not only of economy, but a highly
useful and necessary. The only establishment ot
the sort now connected with the service is located
at Boston; and the advantages of a similar establish-

ment, convenient to the hemp growing region,
must be apparent to all.

Tbe report of the Secretary presents other mat-

ters to your consideration, of an important charac-
ter in connection with the service.

In referring you to the accompanying report of
the Postmaster General, it alTordb me continued
cau.-- of gratification to be able to advert to the fact,
that the affairs of the Department, for the last four
years have been so conducted as, from its unaided
resources, to meet its large expenditures. On my
comiug into office a debt of nearly $500,000 exist-

ed against the Department, which Congress dU
charged by an appropriation from the Treasury.
The Department, on the 4th of March next, will
be found, under the management ot its present ef-

ficient head, free of debt or embarrassment, which
could only have been done by the observance and
practice of the greatest vigilance and economy.
The laws have contemplated, throughout, that the
Department should be but it may be-

come necessary, with the wisest regard to the pub-

lic interests, to introduce amendments and altera-
tions in the system. There is a strong desire man-

ifested in many quarters, so to alter the tariff of
letter postage, as to reduce the amount of tax at
present imposed. ' Should such a measure be car-

ried into effect, to the full extent desired, It cannot
be doubted but that, for the first year of its opera,
tion, a diminished revenue would be collected, the
supply of which "Vould necessarily constitute a
charge upon the Treasury. Whether such a result
would be desirable it will be for Congress, in its
wisdom, to determine. It may in general be asser-
ted that radical alterations in any system should
rather be brought about gradually, than by sudden
changes; aud by pursuing this prudent policy in the
reduction of letter postage, the Department might
still sustain itself through the revenue which might
accrue by the increase of letters. The state and
condition of the public Treasury has, heretofore,
been cuch ui to have precluded the recommenda-
tion of any material change. The difficulties upon
this head have, however, ceased, and a larger dis-

cretion is now left to the Government.
- I cannot too strongly urge the policy of author

izing the establishment of aline of steamships reg
ularly to ply between this country and foreign
pors, and upon our own waters, for the transporta-
tion of mail. The example of the British Govern-

ment is wjII worthy of imitation in this respect.
The belief is strongly entertained that the emolu-
ments arising from the transportation of mail mat-

ter to foreign countries, would operate of itself as
an inducement to cause individual enterprise to un
dertake that branch of tho task; and the remunera-
tion of the Government would consist in the addi-

tion readily made to our steam navy, In case of
emergency, by the ships so employed- - Should
this suggestion meet your approval, the propriety
of placing such ships under the command of expe-
rienced officers of the navy, will not escape your
observation. The application of steam to the pur
poses of taaval warfare, cogently recommends an
extensive steam marine as important in estimating
the defences of the country. Fortuuately , this may
be attained by us, to a great extent without incur-
ring any large amount of expenditures. Steam
vessels to be engaged in the transportation of the
mails on our piincipal water courses, lakes, and
parts of our poast, could also be so constructed as
to be efficient as war vessels when needed; and
would of themselves, constitute a formidable force,
in order to repel attacks from abroad. We can-

not be blind to the fact, that other nations have al
ready added large numbers of steamships to then-nav-

armaments; and that this new and powerful
agent is destined to revolutionize the condition of
the world. It becomes the United States, there- -
fort, looking to their security, to adopt a similar
policy; and die plan suggested will enable them to
do so at a small comparative cost

I takq (he greatest pleasure in bearing testimony

to the zeal and untiring industry which has charac-

terized the conduct of the member of the Execu-

tive Cabinet Each, in his appropriate sphere, has

rendered me the most efficient aid in carrying on

the government; and it will not, I trust, appear out

of place, forme to bear this public testimony. The

cardinal objects which should ever be held in view

by those entrusted with the administration of public

affairs are rigidly, and without favor or affection,

so to interpret the national will, expressed iu the

laws, as that injustice should be done to none,

justice to all. This has been the rule npon which

they have acted; aud thus, it is believed, that few

cases, if any, exist, wherein our fellow-citize- who

from. time to time, have been drawn to the seat of
government, have gone away dissatisfied Where

the testimony has been peifected,and ws esteem-

ed satisfactory, their claims have been promptly au-

dited; and ihis in the adsence of all favoritism or

partiality. The government which is not just to
its own people, can neither claim their affection,

nor the respect of the world. At the same time,

the closest attention has been paid to those matters

which relate more immediately to the great
cerns of the country. Order and efficiency in each

branch of the public service, have prevailed; ac-

companied by a system of the most rigid responsi-

bility, on the part of the receiving and disbursing

agents. The fact in illustration of the truth, of this

remark, deserves to be noticed, that tbe revenues

of the government, amounting, in the last four

years, to upwards of 120,000,000, have been col,

lected and disbursad, through the numerous govern-

mental agents, without the loss, by default, of any
'

amount worthy of serious commentary. '

The appropriations made by Congress for the im-

provement of the rivers of the West, and of .lie
harbors on the lakes, are in the course of judicious
expenditure under suitable agents; and are destined
it is to be hoped, to realize all the benefits design-

ed to be accomplished by Congress. I cannot,

however, sufficiently impress' upon Congress, the

great importance of withholding appropriations
from improvements which are not ascertained, by
previoirs examination and survey, to be necessary
for the shelter and protection of trade from the dan-

gers of storm9 and tempests. Without this pre-

caution, the expenditures arc but to apt to enure to
the benefit of individualsjjwithout reference to the

only consideration wbith can render then consti-

tutional the public interests and the general good.
I cannot too strongly urge upon you the interests

of this District, over which, by the Constitution,

Congress has exclusive jurisdiction. It would be
deeply to be regretted should there beat any time,
ground to complain of neglect-o- n the part r a com-

munity which, detached as it is from the parental
care of the States of Virginia and" Maryland, cn .

only expect aid from Congress, as its local legvrfar

ture. Amongst the subjects which claim your at-

tention, is the prompt organization of an assylum

for the insane, who may be found, from time to
time, sojourning within the District. Such course

is also demanded by considerations which apply to
branches of the public service For the necessities
in this behalf, to invite your particular attention to

the report of the Secretary of the Navy. ,,

I have thus, gentlemen of the two Houses
Congress, presented you a true aud faithful picture
of the condition of public affairs, both, foreign and

domestic. The wants of the public service are,

made known to you; and matters of no ordinary im-

portance are urged upon your consideration. Shal'
I not be permitted to congratulate you on the hap-

py auspices under which you have assembled, and
at the important change in the condition of things
which has occurred in the last three years? Du-

ring that period questions with foreign powers, of
vital importance to the peace of our country, have
been settled and adjusted. A desolating and wast-

ing war with savage tribes, has been brought to a
close. Tbe internal tranquility of the country,
threatened by agitating questions, has been preserv-

ed. The credit of the government, which experi-
enced a temporary embarrassment, has been, thor- -

oughly restored. Its coffers, which for a season
were empty, have been replenished. A currency,
nearly uniform in iu value, has taken the place of
one depreciated and almost worthless. Commerce
and manufactures, which have suffered in common
with every other interest, have once more revived,
and the whole country exhibits an aspect oi pros-

perity and happiness. Trade and barter, no longer
governed by a wild and speculative mania, rest up-

on a soldid and substantial footing; and the rapid

growth of our cities, in every direction', bespeaks
most strongly the favorable circumstances by which
we are surrounded. My happiness, in the retire-

ment which shortly awaits me, is the ardent hope
which I experience, that this stato of prosperity is
neither deceptive nor destiued to be short lived;
and that measures which have not yet received its
sanction, but which I cannot but regard as closely
connected with tbe honor, the glory, and still more
enlarged prosperity of the country, are destined, at
an early day, to receive the approval of Congress.
Under these circumstances, and with these antici-
pations, I shall most gladly leave to othors more a.
ble than myself, the noble and pleasing task of sus-

taining the public prosperity. I shall carry with,
me into retirement, the gratifying reflection that,
as my sole object throughout has been to advance
the public good, I may not entirely have failed in
accomplishing it; and this gratification is heighten,
ed in no small degree by the fact that when, under
a deep and abiding sense of duly , I have found my.
self constrained to resort to the qualified Veto, it
has neither been followed by disapproval on tbe pas
cf the People, nor weakened in any degree tbei
attachment to that great conservative feature or
our Government

JOHN TYLER.
Washikotow, December, 1344.

Hon. Thomas Morris, of Clermont county,
in this State, djed at his residence, a few days
since. Mr. Morris was the Abolition candidate for
Vice President, :

K.L. Anderson, the Vice President (lec of
Texas was originally a shoemaker. ,. ,


